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language: English, abstract: When it comes to learning a language, there seems to be a certain period in which
a child must acquire the basic competences in order to be able to understand and use language. This ¿window
of opportunity¿ is also called ¿critical period¿ and has been the subject of much research over the last decades.
Especially for future language teachers, the question about the existence of such a critical period for second
language acquisition as well arises. This paper examines the actual research on critical period for second
language acquisition and sheds light on the on-going academic discussion. The paper proceeds as follows:
section 2 provides a short description of the Critical Period Hypothesis and sheds light on biological and
neurological aspects of language learning. In section 3 recent findings of research according to critical periods
in second language acquisition are presented and discussed. Section 4 contains a list with personal
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