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of the Evidence and the Advantages of the Study About the same time, our Society, as you may recollect, was
strongly urged to publish an edition of Dr. Paley s popular work, with copious and scientific illustrations. We
both favoured this plan; but some of our colleagues justly apprehended that the adoption of it might open the
door to the introduction of religious controversy among us, against our fundamental principles; and the
scheme was abandoned. | regarded it, however, as expedient to carry this plan into execution by individual
exertion; and our worthy and accomplished colleague, Sir C. Bell - whose admirable treatise on Animal
Mechanics pointed him out as the fellow-labourer | should most desire - fortunately agreed to share the work of
the illustrations. In these we have made a very considerable progress; and | now inscribe this publication, but
particularly the Preliminary Discourse, to you. It was, with the exception of the Third Section of Part I., and the
greater portion of the Notes, written at the end of 1830, in 1831, and the latter part of 1833, and a portion was
added in the autumn of 1834. In those days | held the Great Seal of this kingdom; and it was impossible to finish
the work while many cares of another kind pressed upon me. But the first leisure that could be obtained was
devoted to this object, and to a careful revision of what had been written in a season less auspicious for such
speculations. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books.
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