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Critical Opinion on Public A airs; Toronto, March, 1921; For the People Those Liberals who, made wise by
experience, clearly see that Free Trade, or an approach to Free Trade, would not only bankrupt Canada but
throw it into the arms of the United States by placing it in the humiliating position of a mendicant for the
crumbs that fall from the rich man s table to the South, had better do some clear thinking and acting and line
up where they really belong. They cannot a ord to halt any longer between two opinions; the danger is too
real; the threatened disaster too imminent. The situation is, indeed, critical; for not only is our bread and butter
threatened, but, what is far worse, our national soul. Are we really prepared to sell our birthright for a mess of
pottage? Have we forgotten that man liveth not by bread alone, and that a nation is but the individual
enlarged? Sometimes it would seem so. If our American neighbors really enjoy the faked-up films that
transgress the canons of all true art, that, of course, is their business and none of ours, but let art to us mean
beauty and truth. If the unspeakably coarse, uncouth, and, morally speaking, foul cartoons that add to the
circulation of their yellow sheets, and a few of ours, evoke laughter among mobs to the South, let us wonder
but not imitate any longer. If Religion is to be measured by vaudeville standards and put on a commercial basis
by cold-blooded exploiters of the heart, let us at least turn to the God of...
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