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Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Incentives to
the Study of the Ancient Period of American History: An
Address Delivered Before the New York Historical Society at Its
Forty-Second Anniversary, 17th November, 1846 To narrow the
boundaries of historical mystery, which obscures the early
period of the American continent, is believed to be an object of
noble attainment. Can it be asserted, on the ground of
accurate inquiry, that man had not set his feet upon this
continent, and fabricated objects of art, long anterior to the
utmost periods of the monarchies of ancient Mexico and Peru?
Were there not elements of civilization prior to the landing of
Coxcox, or the promulgation of the gorgeous fiction of Manco
Capac? What chain of connection existed between the types of
pseudo-civilization found respectively at Cuzco, west of the
Andes, and in the valley of Anahuac? Did this chain ever link in
its causes the pyramids of Mexico with the mounds of the
Mississippi valley? It is not proposed to enter into the details of
this discussion. Such an inquiry would far transcend the...
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