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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text.
Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1905 Excerpt: THE VALUE OF ORAL EXPRESSION | do not wish to depreciate in the least
the value and importance of written language. | simply wish to call attention to the practical value of oral
language and to the relation of this form of expression to the written form. It appears to me that too many
teachers regard their language work as having to do exclusively with written language; they seem to think that
writing is the only use there is for language. A few persons have such great thoughts, or such beautiful
thoughts, that they need to write them down for the benefit of their fellow-men. Many persons use the written
language for professional and business purposes, but the great majority of people have less need of written
language than is generally supposed. This is not an age of letter-writing; in fact, letter-writing is almost a lost
art. The ease with which news is transmitted by telegraph, telephone, and newspapers, obviates the necessity of
the masses using the written language extensively. The division of labor appears to operate in this as in all other
departments of modern life, and so we have a special class of professional writers while the majority of people
busy themselves with other affairs. With the spoken language the case is different; every one needs this to make
his wants known and for daily intercourse with his fellows. The humblest laborer needs it as well as the
professional man. He may not be...
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