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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand ***** Excerpt from Country: Heart of America Mid Country - the land
between the mountains - sprawls the gigantic length and breadth of the prairie and the Great Plains from the
Appalachians to the Rockies, from the Lakes to the Gulf. Mainly flat or rolling and treeless - a sea of grass with
islands of wood - it is, however, not one region but many regions in one, the meeting place of North, East,
South, and West, all shading imperceptibly into one another. For the dividing line between regions is not a
sharp, hard and fast one. As one drives into Colorado from Kansas, one feels rather than sees the plains rise
into mountains and the Middle West change to West. And driving East through Ohio one is constantly being
reminded of New England. Culturally as well as geographically, Mid Country is trans-America as well as mid-
America, the crossroads of the continent. Its very centrality and inland remoteness have kept it typically
American. It is both source and product. Its vast inland empire teems with railroads, highways, and inland
waterways, with mines, mills, factories, oil fields, and refineries, with grain elevators, stockyards, and packing
plants. And its fabulous amplitude is held together by plowland and pastureland, tractor and combine, windmill
and silo, barbed wire and fenceposts. For all its apparent dead-level uniformity, Mid Country is full of contrasts
and extremes. It is frontier and section, rich land and poor land, boom town and ghost town, homesteader and
sharecropper, exploiter and exploited, beautiful and ugly, a hope and a despair. It is rural and small-town
America at its best and worst. Here monotony and drudgery go hand in hand...
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