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Wiley. Hardcover. Book Condition: New. Hardcover. 256 pages. Dimensions: 9.4in. x 6.lin. x 1.lin.Allan
PinkertonAround the world, his name is synonymous with security and protection. The legendary agency he
began nearly one hundred and fifty years ago is still in operation today, as are many of the surveillance and
infiltration techniques he originated. His companys trademark symbol, a large, unblinking eye, inspired the
term private eye. As befits a man who spent so much of his life working behind the scenes, Allan Pinkertons life
has been shaded in mystery and misinformation. Now, after a decade of painstaking research, award-winning
biographer James Mackay pierces the web of contradictions, half-truths, and myths to reveal, for the first time,
the true story of the life and career of this colorful, complex, and controversial man. Born in Scotland, Allan
Pinkerton arrived in America with a solitary silver dollar in his pocket andas legend has itthe law hot on his
heels. A cooper by trade, he might have spent his life making barrels but for a fateful trip in the summer of
1846. On an uninhabited island, where he had gone to cut saplings for barrel staves, Pinkerton happened upon
a thicket where a blackened patch suggested a recent fire. To Pinkerton, it also suggested something was amiss.
In what became his very first case, the young cooper employed his acute powers of deductive reasoning,
patience, and perseverance that would become the hallmarks of his modus operandi. His dogged
determination (and several damp, cold, lonely nocturnal vigils) paid off when a gang of counterfeiters was
discovered. The modern detective was born. Through four decades of tumultuous history, Allan Pinkerton left
an indelible mark. From the Underground Railroad to the Chicago underworld to Pennsylvania and the civil
unrest of the notorious Molly Maguires, he took on...
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