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that flashed like living jewels in the air. Suddenly, a loud cry
startled him. A kingfisher darted out of the wood, dipped her
wings in the water, and flew back into the thick foliage. That was
a wild little fairy, said he, whom a great giant holds prisoner in a
hollow trunk. She escaped for a moment, but has flown back,
because she was afraid he would seek for her. Then he saw a
wild duck sitting in the most serene manner under the arched
roots of an old stump, half fallen into the water, looking like a
little hermit in a cave. When he approached, the duck scuffled
along the water, dived down, reappeared at some distance, and
swam out of sight round a bend in the river. Now he heard a
chirping sound, like the cry of a bird, only sharper and...
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